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 The staff and students at Murdock 
are extremely excited about the construction 
going on at our school. Not only will there be 
additional classrooms, but there will also be a 

Science Lab! We are thrilled with this expansion idea and 
are making plans with MESF to make this rewarding for 
our students. During the 2005-2006 school year, MESF 
looked at the Georgia Performance Standards and state 
testing to see what area of academics would most improve 
student achievement. In accordance with the passing of 
Criterion Reference Competency Testing (CRCT), the 
next critical area is Science. 
 

 Why Study Science? Discover (May, 1997) suggests 
reasons why it is important for us to study science. One 
reason is that every day we face decisions that hinge on 
science, such as possible hazards of smoking, drug use, 
and eating habits. Through research we read and study 
best methods for acquiring accurate information. 
 

 Another reason for teaching our students about science is 
to create knowledge, which can help our future voters 
how to make better decisions about nuclear power, global 
warming, environmental toxins, space programs, 
biomedical research and applications of biotechnology. A 
strong scientific enterprise is essential to our economy, 
educational system, and society. This requires, to some 
extent, the nurturing support and understanding of the 
general public. In addition, familiarity with the lexicon of 
science, knowledge of basic principles, and confidence in 
one’s ability to fit new findings into one’s ever-expanding 
load of scientific knowledge are valuable qualities of an 
informed citizen. 
 

 In the next issue, I would like to address the kind of 
teaching we envision for our students at Murdock. 
 

Vicki Stasiak, Ed.D. 
Assistant Principal 
Murdock Elementary  
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MESF Board Nominations  
 

The MESF nominating committee has presented the nominating slate for the  2007-08 school year.  All terms are 
expiring with the exception of Administration Liaison, Treasurer, President and Past President 

 

 The slate is as follows:   
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Vice-President:  Jenn Boehm 
Secretary:     Marge Goodman 
Legal:   Ken Dobkin 
Needs Assessment:    Georgette Dobkin 
Business Development:  Dick Brown 

PR:    Cindy Barber 
Teacher Liaison:   Christi Laverty 
Parent Representative: Patricia Kramer 
Science:   Debbie Kaufman  

The nominating period for MESF Board positions will be open until the MESF March Board meeting on Monday, 
March 5th, when voting will occur.  For more information or to nominate someone or yourself for a Board position, 
please contact MESF President Kim Kranzlein at 770-565-9738 or kkranzlein@bellsouth.net. 
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